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Economies and cultures can't be separated
There is an old saying that “money
runs the world.” And whether we like it
or not, finances – our own and that of our
government – impacts the very way that
we live. Someone who studies the world
of finance and its relation to our everyday lives is Ayse Evrensel, an associate
professor and chair of the department of
economics and finance at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
A native of Istanbul, Turkey, Evrensel
obtained her bachelor ’s degree in economics and social geography from the
University of Ankara in Turkey, a doctorate in economic and social geography from
the University of Zurich in Switzerland
and a master ’s and a doctorate in economics from Clemson University in South
Carolina. While her initial interest was in
geography, she soon discovered a strong
link between that world and the one of
economics.
“In Switzerland, where I studied, and in
other German speaking countries, every
economics student has to have some hours
in economic geography,” she explained.
“So I was put in charge of the economic
geography seminars for economics students. After that I decided to make the
change. Economics was mesmerizing to
me. And I have to say, understandably,
neither my family nor my colleagues in
Switzerland understood.” She decided to
come to this country to study after realizing that most of the literature on that
subject was written by American scholars.
One of subjects she has studied is corruption in the world of finance, a much
talked about topic, particularly after the
financial crisis of 2007-2008. “We always
think about governments being corrupt,”
she said. “In certain areas of our society,
such as the financial sector, it is becoming
more apparent that decisions being made
are not being based on ethics, just to say
the least.”
“However, I am very careful about
this,” Evrensel added. “When talking
about corruption in the financial sector,
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we forget that in some cases governments
enable the financial sector to make bad
decisions. If you look just at the mortgage
market, why did we have this crisis? It
happened in late 2007, and we are still
feeling the implications of the problem.
Why? Because there is an implicit guarantee in mortgage markets that if the mortgage market goes down, the government
is going to put money into it.”
She has also studied the role played by
major international financial institutions,
such as the International Monetary Fund,
for example. “Since the 1970s, the IMF has
started helping developing countries with
their currency crises, with their balance of
payments crises. In all my research I have
always presented my views, based on
data of course, that this is an organization
that may create a moral hazard,” Evrensel
said. “I would not want such a multilateral organization to oversee financial crises
in developing countries because I believe
that the reason we are in this crisis in the
first place is because there was a security net, so the government in the United
States always provided a security net in
the mortgage market.” She said that she
does not think that there should be another organization providing another security net. “People should make decisions
and then face the implications of their
decisions.”
Until a few months ago the euro, the
general currency for the European Union,
was in real trouble because countries like
Greece, Spain, Portugal and Italy had created a situation that really put the whole
system in jeopardy. Some people have
pointed out that although it was a very
nice romantic idea to have a single currency for Europe, it wasn’t a great economic
idea because it eliminated the ability of
each country to deal with its own currency issues. Evrensel agrees.
“I generally have that perspective,” she
said. “I think it was European romanticism. Going back to Charlemagne, whatever they couldn’t do with war, they
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did it with common currency. There is
something in international finance called
optimal currency area. So for certain
areas, such as the United States, we go
to Missouri and we don’t use a different
currency, and that’s a good thing. So we
look at the United States just naturally as
an optimal currency area.”
But the situation in Europe is quite
different. “When we go to Missouri there
is not a totally different culture, or history, or language,” she said. “It is very
different to bring all these countries with
very different fiscal policies, even though
they now have a fairly credible Central
European Bank.” She added that she
thinks that monetary union without fiscal
union cannot work.
“That is why when there is a problem
amongst themselves they try to hush the
problem at the cost of some of the countries’ citizens, such as Germans. They are
paying for other people’s mistakes,” she
said. “The Germans retire at the age of 70
while the Greeks retire at 50.”
Evrensel is now working on the relationship between culture and corruption.
“Some people think that the general public may have high moral standards, but
that only their governments are corrupt,”
she said. “I don’t believe that. That is why
I have been more involved in cultural
bases for corruption, people’s perceptions
of right and wrong because I believe that
strong institutions and high quality institutions are based on certain norms and
cultures and beliefs.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Deadline today for SWIC Astronomy Club announces fall events
kickball tournament
For the Intelligencer
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Remember how much fun you
had playing kickball as a kid on
the playground? Well it’s still just
as much fun as an adult, especially
when you’re playing for money.
The City of Edwardsville Parks
& Recreation Department invites
all men and women age 18 and
older to join us on Friday and
Saturday, September 12th & 13th
for the 10th Annual Co-ed Kickball
Tournament on the Rotary and
Jaycee fields at the Winston Brown
Recreation Complex at 1325
Schiller Avenue in Edwardsville.
Thanks to a generous sponsorship from The Bank of
Edwardsville and Donnewald
Distributing Company, prize
money will be awarded to the top
ranking teams. The first place
team will receive $200, the second
place team will receive $100, and
both the third and fourth place
teams will receive $50.

The tournament will begin at
7:30pm Friday night and will finish at 11pm. The next day games
will resume at 12:00pm and will
continue until the winning team
is selected. The Parks Department
will grill hamburgers and brats in
the concession stand and a beer
wagon will be available for those
wanting to quench their thirst
after running the bases and cheering for their favorite teams.
The registration fee for the tournament is $80 a team. Teams must
have at least 8 players, 4 men and
4 women, and the roster cannot
exceed 16 players. Registration
deadline is Friday, September 5th.
For more information regarding
this tournament including rules
and an on-line registration form,
visit our website at www.cityofedwardsville.com and scroll
over City Departments, Parks
& Recreation, Sports League
Information, or call the park office
at 692-7538.

The Southwestern Illinois College Astronomy
Club wants to explore the solar system with you
this fall!
The club continues its series of talks about space
and all its wonders at the Belleville Campus, 2500
Carlyle Ave. All meetings will be held in the Main
Complex. The schedule of events for fall 2014 is
as follows:
• Are YOU the center of the universe? is
Thursday, Sept. 18 from 6:30-8 p.m. in Room 1060.
Have you ever wondered who or what exactly is
the center of the universe? Christine Nobbe, a science, technology, engineering and mathematics
educator, and self-described space geek, will lead
a talk during which you will explore the universe
to learn of new discoveries and find out who (or
what) is at its center. This presentation also will
include a joint meeting with the St. Louis Space

Frontier society, a local chapter of the National
Space Society.
• Wow, curiosity, you make wonderful 3-D
pictures! is Saturday, Oct. 18 from 10-11:30 a.m.
in Room 2163. Have you ever wondered how
3-D media works? Karl M. Kindt III, adjunct
instructor at Webster University, will present
a workshop on how to make 3-D pictures
using simple camera techniques and software.
Bring your cell phone and digital camera to
learn how to create 3-D photographs. Stereo
photographs are used to explore the depth of
a person, place or an object. By the end of this
workshop, you will be a 3-D photographer. 3-D
software for your cell phone and computer will
be presented along with a special pair of 3-D
glasses, which will be used to explore images
of the moon, mars, people, places, works of
art and more. Because this workshop is limited to 35 attendees, reservations are required.
To reserve your spot, email kyle.stumbaugh@

swic.edu.
• Astronomy in cultures is Wednesday, Nov.
19 from 6-7 p.m. in the First Floor Lounge. As
humans, we have always been curious and
tried to make sense of our surroundings. By
making connections with what we know, we
have found ways to determine when to hunt
for animals and when to plant and/or gather
food. Over time, societies have interwoven the
sun (Sol), the moon (Luna), the stars-constellations and the wandering stars into their lives.
In this presentation, Club Adviser and SWIC
Adjunct Faculty Member Kyle H. Stumbaugh
will discuss how astronomical objects interrelate into the society’s calendars, ceremonies
and religions, and present a visual display of
historical societies.
The sessions are free and open to the public.
For more information, email Stumbaugh at
kyle.stumbaugh@swic.edu or call 618-235-2700,
ext. 5561.

BAND
Continued from Page 1
“This is the first time Parks & Rec has had them, but they have played in
Maryville a number of times at Villa Marie Winery and Bobby’s at Buffalo
Park,” Petty said. “We thought we’d try another band in this time slot. We
had a nice crowd last year with a traditional county band, but we were
hoping that Avery Hill would appeal to a wider group and would draw
an even larger audience.”
Band members are: Shorty Engle (leader, bass guitar and vocals),
Derreck Engle (lead guitar and vocals), Jeff “Doc Ivory” Taylor (keyboards
and vocals), Mike Halfhill (drums and vocals) and Dawn Mushill (lead
tambourine and vocals).
Mushill is a resident of Troy and is the director of Troy, Maryville, St.
Jacob & Marine Chamber of Commerce.
“This is something she has always wanted to do – sing in a band and
she’s now living the life,” Petty said.
Concert goers are invited to bring their own lawn chairs.
Additional parking is available at Mother of Perpetual Help east of the
park.
Washington Kettle Corn will be available for purchase during the concert.
With plenty of good weather still in the forecast, the Park Board hopes
to take advantage of it.
The Movies in the Park series will continue with a showing of the hit
film “Frozen” at 7 p.m. on Sept. 20.
Petty said the idea is stage an event, not just screen a move.
“We are improving on just showing the movie,” she said. “We will have
two princess there and Ridgeway Photography of Maryville will take
free pictures of your youngster with them. We are also having businesses
come and hand out snacks and prizes. We will still have Bobby’s Frozen
Custard but more.”
For more information, contact Judy at 806-6900.

CHARGES
Continued from Page 1
“The deputy was not seriously injured during the struggle but did sustain
bruising to his forearm as a result of the events,” Sheriff’s Lt. Mike Dixon said
in the news release.
Dixon said Johnson had allegedly been kicking at the officers and “physically resisted the deputies from the moment she was removed from the squad
car to the point in which she was placed in a holding cell.”
Madison County State’s Attorney Tom Gibbons charged Johnson with disorderly conduct and resisting a peace officer.
According to jail records, she was being held Wednesday on $20,000 bail.
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This photo shows work being done in June on the office and locker room area at the Chuck Fruit Aquatic Center.

CENTER
Continued from Page 1
Two dedicated men’s and women’s large locker rooms are adjacent to the pool that have the capability for one of the locker rooms
to be divided in half for a future
three team scenario. The center has
both public and locker room area
restrooms as well as two coaches/
teacher offices and generous pool
storage areas.
District 7 plans to incorporate
swimming lessons into the high
school curriculum beginning yet
this year with freshmen students
taking swimming as part of their PE
curriculum. During a recent District
7 board of education general meet-

ing, EHS Principal Dennis Cramsey
reviewed how swimming would be
incorporated into the EHS physical education curriculum beginning
in the second quarter of the 201415 school year. “In the initial year
of the program, swimming will be
required for all freshman students,”
Cramsey said. “The freshman program will include a three-week
unit of aquatics safety and fitness
instruction. It will consist of a threeweek unit that freshmen will rotate
through quarterly including basic
aquatic skills, stroke mechanics and
water safety.”
In the future, the district plans to
offer swimming elective courses for
sophomores, juniors and seniors.
These quarterly elective offerings
could include courses in the areas of
advanced aquatic skills, a lifeguard
training course and aquatic fitness.

The aquatic center will also be
used by the EHS competitive swim
team, and the district will be working collaboratively with SIUE and
other colleges in the area to rent the
facility for meets.
Bob Rettle, director of swimming
for the district, also announced at
a board of education meeting over
the summer that he had confirmed
several events that the aquatic center would be hosting in the 2014-15
school year. These included the
southern Illinois swimming championships for both boys and girls,
IHSA Girls' Sectional, and two USA
Swimming events – one that would
include Olympic caliber athletes.
Rettle also noted that they were in
discussions to host several regional
and national events in 2015 as well
as talking to other area swimming
clubs about renting the pool for

events.
Hightower added during the presentation that the District 7 administration continues to meet with
various organizations, including
the Edwardsville YMCA, to contract usage of the facilities. “Each
organization will be charged a fee
for use of the pool. The administration is also working on scheduling more events for the spring and
summer with the expectation that
each event will generate approximately $20,000,” Hightower pointed
out.
"We are working very hard to
make this pool stand alone and we
will get there with the hard work
of Bob and certainly the contacts
we are addressing right now with
various vendors and others. This
will be something very special for
this community,” Hightower added.

